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Adult Sunday School Offers Lots of Options! 

 We encourage everyone to commit to joining a Sunday School class this year!  There are so many 

reasons to do so!  First, you learn wonderful things about our Savior, his life, his teachings, the church, 

and our mission as His people.  Secondly, it is what we do as a member of the church!  Thirdly, it sets a 

wonderful lifestyle example for those who are watching — our children, our neighbors, our relatives, 

our business associates and co-workers.  Lastly, it is a group to which we belong that holds us  

accountable, that provides support in times of need, and fosters fellowship and friendship. 

 Below are brief summaries of our adult classes and what they are studying this Fall.  Join us! 
 

AGAPE Class The Parables of Jesus   

This study focuses on the teachings of the kingdom, salvation, wisdom/folly, the Christian life, and judgment.  

The Asbury Class meets on the Sanctuary Campus in the Asbury Classroom. 
 

BASIC Class  The Way by Adam Hamilton 

A Study of the Book of Romans and the Apostle Paul, whose writings continue to shape the lives of 1/3 of the 

world’s population, second only to Jesus in his impact and influence on the Christian faith, and whose witness 

defines what it means to be a follower of Jesus Christ.  Ministry Center, Room 301 
 

Bridges Class  Follow by Andy Stanley 

Jesus' invitation to his first-century audience was an invitation to relationship. And it began with a simple    

request—follow me.  This is a DVD driven study w/ discussion questions weekly.  Ministry Center, Room 218 
 

Family Matters The Book of James 

This will be a focused scriptural study of the New Testament book of James.  This book of the Bible is the 

roadmap for putting our faith into action!  Ministry Center, Room 310 
 

FFITT Class    Revelation Study  by  Dr. Mickie Efird  

This compelling study dispels the myths about end times and reclaims the hope for all Christians which is 

found in this most misunderstood book of the Bible. Learn about the conflict between good and evil and the 

meaningful symbolism used to help early Christians keep the faith during hard times. MC Room 222 
 

Link Class  Doing Good by Chip Ingram     

How can we be influencers for Christ in our community?  Based on the book by Chip Ingram, this new class 

will explore how young adults with children can be “game-changers” for the world!  Ministry Center, Rm 123 
 

Motley Class  Gideon:  Your Weakness, God’s Strength by Priscilla Shirer 

This is a DVD driven study with a workbook; From a state of fear, weakness, and insecurity, Gideon emerged 

as Israel's hero, filled with God's presence and His passion for deliverance. This study will encourage you to 

recognize your weakness as the key that the Lord gives you to unlock the full experience of His strength in 

your life.  Ministry Center, Room 223 

  

TIE Class  Bible Studies for Life Adult Series 

Divided into two topics of study for this quarter, Unvarnished Truth: Life’s Greatest Story focuses on sharing 

our faith and winning souls to Christ and the Unstoppable Gospel will help us rediscover what made the early 

church so powerful. Ministry Center, Room 215 
 

Wesley Class  Revelation  —  N. T. Wright Series 

Revelation offers one of the clearest and sharpest visions of God's ultimate purpose for the whole creation, and 

of the way in which the powerful forces of evil, at work in a thousand ways, can be and are being overthrown 

through the victory of Jesus the Messiah and the consequent costly victory of his followers. MC Room 311 
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MOSAIC NEWS 
 

August has been a fun and inspirational month for our MOSAIC seniors. Seventeen of us traveled to Lake Junaluska on        

August 1 - 4 for the “Festival of Wisdom and Grace”.  We enjoyed the beautiful surroundings on Lake Junaluska and 

took part in a variety of worship experiences, workshops, communion, and fun activities. After 4 days, we came  back           

renewed, refreshed, and revived to continue this journey of life with a clearer understanding of life and retirement from a    

spiritual perspective. THERE IS SO MUCH MORE WE CAN DO!! 
 

On August 12, thirty-nine Christian members and friends traveled to Kinston for dinner out at “Baron and the Beef”.  The food 

was absolutely delicious, the fellowship provided an exercise of love bringing us closer toward spiritual maturity. “…If we 

love one another, God abides in us, and His love has been perfected in us.” (1 John 4:12) Thank you to Norma Judd who made 

all the arrangements for this very enjoyable evening! 
 

In September, our Senior Adult Advisory Team will meet and begin planning for the 2017 MOSAIC year of events. If you 

have any suggestions, please forward those to us no later than September 21. 

 

Join us for our next MOASIC Fall Kick-off Event 

Roy Burris and Worth Todd’s famous Bar-be-que Pig Dinner 

Friday, September 16 

GUMC Ministry Center 5:00 - 7:00 

Cost will be $6.00 per person 

Contact Sue Webb at 252-637-4022 or email swebb@garberumc.com 

 

Greater love hath no man that this; that a man lay down his life for his friends. Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever I 

command you.  Henceforth I call you not servants; for a servant knoweth not what his lord doeth: but I have called you 

friends …  John 15:13-16 

Operation Christmas Child Shoeboxes! 
START PACKING!  It’s time to begin collecting items for your shoeboxes, if you haven’t already been done 
so!  This fall is going to be all about shoeboxes!  We want to continue to  pack and ship as many shoeboxes as  
possible as a church.  But we are also the new Relay Center for Shoeboxes in New Bern, so that means that all 
the churches/businesses in the area will bring their boxes to us — we are expecting around 7,000 boxes!   
 

Thank you to Sara King for being this year’s Shoebox Chairman.  She will be organizing the Garber Relay   
Center and will need volunteers to greet, receive shoeboxes, a praying team to pray over all boxes received, 
and lots of muscle to move boxes at the end of the collection week!  Be thinking about how you can serve! 
 

Here are a few ways you can begin working on your shoeboxes: 

Packing shoeboxes — you can see lots of options online, but look on page 7of this 
newsletter for “The 12 Weeks of Shoeboxes.”  This will suggest an item to purchase 
each week this fall!   

Shipping Option 1 — for fun, pick up an M&M tube in the children’s hall or church 
office, fill it with quarters and you will have enough money to ship 2 shoeboxes!  
This is a great way to get your kids to help — and they get to eat the M&Ms! 

Shipping  Option 2— you can also go online and go ahead and pay for any number 
of shoeboxes.  If you plan to pack several shoeboxes, buying the shipping a little at a time makes it easier to 
afford.  Go to www.samaritanspurse.org/occ; click on “Packing your Shoebox” at the top, then “Follow Your 
Shoebox Tracking Labels.”  Suggestion:  buy 1-2 shipping labels per month! 
 

Look for more articles monthly about Shoeboxes!  If you have questions in the meantime, please 
contact Mary Coleman at the church office, 637-4022. 

mailto:swebb@garberumc.com


 

                             

  September 2016 

 

FUEL Student Ministries is starting up again, and we are very excited about this school year!  By 

the time you receive this newsletter, we will have already celebrated our kickoff event, which is 

the second annual ‘Day in Durham’ trip on Saturday, August 20th.  We had nearly 70 students 

and 13 adult chaperones attend this event, which included an hour at the Defy Gravity Trampo-

line Park, a pizza dinner at Mellow Mushroom, and a Durham Bulls game that concluded with 

fireworks.  During the week of August 28th, all of our youth programs will begin.  In FUEL this 

fall we will be talking about different religions and ‘worldviews’; and particularly the truth and uniqueness of Christianity.  

But before I discuss that more, I’d like to talk about our ASP trip in late July.  

 

The Garber ASP team traveled to Bud, WV to serve others in the name of Jesus.  

We worked on people’s homes, and we connected with the homeowners.  The 

youth were not only inspired by the experience, but they had the chance to make 

other people’s lives better.   

 

The theme of ASP this summer was that we are 

God’s ‘Handiwork’.  This theme is actually closely 

linked to what we as a Garber team were seeking to 

emphasize, which is that all of the service we do for 

others must be done in the name of Jesus.  People of 

all faiths and worldviews can serve others; but as 

Christians who serve others, we can lead people to 

Jesus, who is the Way, the Truth, and the Life (John 14:6).   

 

In the years ahead, we hope to include group     

prayers and testimonies on the worksites.        

Homeowners and their families would be invited to 

participate in prayer with us and to hear the testimonies of faith in Christ. 

 

This year, I sought to communicate to the 

homeowner on my worksite that we were 

there to serve in the name of Jesus.  I quickly 

discovered that she was a Mormon and     

attended a Jehovah’s Witness church.         

Mormons and Jehovah’s Witnesses have a 

special place for Jesus in their religions, but they reject the historic Christian doctrine 

that Jesus is the eternally divine Son of God.  So I found myself needing to clarify to the 

homeowner that as Methodist Christians, we believe that Jesus is not only the Son of 

God, but that he is also ‘God’.  She had a warm heart and clearly desired to grow in a 

relationship with God.  For a person who could barely read or write, she had a highly 

sophisticated view about Jesus, which was clearly influenced by Mormonism and     

Jehovah’s Witness theology.  All the more reason that we must be prepared to serve in 

the name of Jesus—and by that, I mean Jesus Christ, our Lord, the eternally divine Son   

oof God. 

 

The complicated evangelistic encounter I experienced on ASP also reinforces for me why we will be discussing the         

differences between Christianity and other religions and ‘worldviews’ in FUEL this fall.  It is important to have a clear   

understanding of our faith and what distinguishes it from other faiths and perspectives.  As I discussed in last month’s 

newsletter, a person’s worldview has a significant impact on how he or she views human sexuality.  I particularly addressed 

how the affirmation of LGBT sexuality reveals a worldview that is more influenced by atheism rather than Christianity.  

Our worldview not only affects how we understand human sexuality, but also how we understand politics, economics,     

social justice, family, friendship, community, etc.  We must seek to form youth who are thoroughly Christian in thought, 

word, and deed.  Pray for FUEL Student Ministries as we start a new school year, and as we seek to form students as        

disciples of Jesus Christ.   

 

Blessings, Drew Demarest 
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Kids In Christ Summer Wrap Up 

What a summer it has been in Garber’s Kids In Christ Children’s Ministry!  With VBS, 
Adventure Camp, Preschool Summer Camp, and Playground Playtime we have been 

busy this summer!  Each of these ministries has given us the chance to share God’s love 
in a powerful way!  We served 115 kids at VBS, 33 kids at Adventure Camp, 53 kids at 

Preschool Summer Camp, and got to play with 4 special families during our  
playground time.  God’s presence was among us, and the children that were present 

learned of His word and felt His love.   
 

Children’s ministry was also blessed this summer with tremendous volunteers!  From those volunteering their time 
with decorations, to group leaders and teachers, we were overwhelmed with the love that was shown and the 

time that was given in the name of Jesus!   Without each one of you, this summer would not have been a success, 
and the love of Jesus would not have been shared to so many children.  THANK YOU!!! 

 

Here is a small wrap up of all the FUN that was had this summer and a look at what is coming ahead this Fall! 

VBS and ADVENTURE CAMP FUN!!! 

PRESCHOOL CAMP!!! 
Preschool Summer Camp saw 2 Sessions this summer; 
one in June and one in August!  During Session 2, the 

children learned the story of Mary and Martha and the 
importance of listening to Jesus.  Everyone enjoyed 
dressing up and retelling the story for their friends.  

They also enjoyed time in music as they practiced their 
listening skills while playing instruments with Mr. Matt!   

WEDNESDAY NIGHT RECHARGE! 
 

As summer comes to an end, kids will head back to 
school and preschool and our  

Kids In Christ Children’s Ministry  
will look towards Wednesday Night Recharge!   

 

This fall there will be 2 Sessions of Rechage!: 
 

Session 1: Sept 14th - Oct. 12th 
(5 straight weeks) 

 

Session 2: Nov. 2nd - Dec. 14th 
(Recharge! Will not meet Nov. 23rd 
due to the Thanksgiving holiday.) 

 

Registration forms can be found on 
the Garber website, 

www.connect2garber.com,            
under the Kids In Christ tab.   

 

We look forward to seeing you this FALL!!! 
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The organized unit of the United Methodist Women shall be a community of 

women whose purpose is to know God and to experience freedom as whole 

persons through Jesus Christ, to develop a creative supportive fellowship, and 

to expand concepts of mission through participation in the global  

ministries of the church. 

 

We invite you to join the Garber United Methodist Women 
 

 

HARRISON CIRCLE – Leader, Susan Wood: 638-3430  

Meets the 3rd Thursday of the month at 1:00pm in Room 223 Ministry Center 

 

FELLOWSHIP CIRCLE – Leader, Gail Gardner:  638-2345  

Meets the 1st Tuesday of the month at 6:00pm in Room 223 Ministry Center 

 

JOY CIRCLE – Leader, Pam Collier:  876-6446  

Meets 3rd Monday of the month at 1:30pm – Room 123 Ministry Center 

 

Contact any circle leader or President Audrey Riley:  635-9030 - for more information 

Stitches of Love 
 

Many hands and many hearts have a part in moving forward the Stitches of Love mission to 

spread love and hope to women and children in crisis and need.  Last year, we added new projects 

and activities to expand our participation and mission outreach.  We make colorful pillowcases for 

Coastal Women’s Shelter, Interfaith Ministry, and Garber Mission team needs.  We make    

patchwork quilts and cozy blankets for Promise Place.  We make precious pillowcase dresses for 

girls in Haiti and Africa.  We are now making cute stuffed dolls, fish, and mini pillows to give 

comfort to children.  In 2016, we sent 157 dresses, 130 dolls, fish, and pillows to Haiti and Africa 

with Garber members.  We make pretty cards with an inspirational message of God’s love and 

hope to be included with each gift.  We make seasonal cards for Garber Seniors and shut-ins.  In 

2016, we have created and distributed 727 pillowcases, dresses, dolls, fish, mini pillows, quilts, 

and blankets with a message of love and hope to the recipients. 

 

How can you be a part?  Can you cut, press, fold, pin, stuff, package, decorate cardstock, or sew?  

Many skills are needed!  Due to interest and participation, we will now meet on the second Friday 

of Sept, Oct, Nov. in 2016 and Jan, Feb, Mar, April and May of 2017 in room 223 of the Ministry 

Center from 9am to 12pm.  Join us as we create and spread God’s love and fellowship.  Hope to 

see you at STITCHES OF LOVE on Friday, Sept. 9!  For more info, call Nancy Adkins (637-3695) 

or adkins3@suddenlink.net or Jan Williams (638-4076) or tjw@centurylink.net.   

 

“Our Lord does not care so much for the importance of our works  

as for the love with which they are done.”  Teresa of Avila 

 

ALERT:  UMW pecan sale beginning in late September!  More info coming lat-
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Kingswood Notes 

 It’s time to kick off the new year in our Kingswood After School Ministry!  We will start 

off our year on Monday, September 12 with 15 returning kids and 3 brand new ones . . . and 

about 80 volunteers who have stepped up to make a difference in the life of a child. 

 THANK YOU Garber Church for your amazing generosity in providing school supplies and 

snacks for the Kingswood Kids. Special thanks to the Fellowship Circle for their annual 

WalMart extravaganza night (buying school supplies)!  You have no idea what it means for the 

kids to show up on the first day of school with shiny 

new school supplies :) 

 Looking for a way to make a difference in the 

life of a child?  Call me at 671-0280 and we’ll talk 

about how you can help out with the Kingswood Bunch!! 

 We’re looking forward to a great year! 

 Ruth Powers, Kingswood Director 

             The 12 Weeks of Shoeboxes at Garber UMC! 

Use these cute ideas as the basis of  your shoebox!  Then add in your own creativity! 

Week 1, August 28:  School supplies (pencils, sharpeners, scissors, etc.) 

Week 2, September 4:  Crayons & Markers, Paper 

Week 3, September 11:  Hair brush, Hair accessories, hats, combs, bows 

Week 4, September 18:  Jump rope, toy cars, dolls, balls (must fit in shoebox) 

Week 5, September 25:  T-shirts (Superheroes, Disney, Princesses are popular) 

Week 6, October 2:  Socks 

Week 7, October 9:  Bar Soap, soap holders, reusable water bottles 

Week 8, October 16:  Small stuffed animals (Beanie Babies or such) 

Week 9, October 23:  Toothbrushes and toothpaste 

Week 10, October 30:  Coloring Books, Journals, Notebooks 

Week 11, November 6:  Reusable Tote Bags or gym bags 

Week 12, November 13:  Hard Candy (fill spaces in box or put in water bottle!) 
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PLACE   LABEL    HERE    

 

 

Garber United Methodist Church 

4201 Country Club Rd 

New Bern, NC   28562 

Phone:  252-637-4022 

Fax: 252-637-7853 

www.connect2garber.com 

 

Wednesday Night Adult Bible Study 
We are excited to once again offer a wonderful schedule of Bible Study for our adults this fall!  This is a great 

“pick-me-up-get-me-thru-the-week” gathering of learning, renewal, and fellowship.  We offer studies and dinner 

for all ages, so it can be an easy family affair!  Here is the schedule and study options for adults: 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Study Options for Session 1 (September 14, 21, 28, October 5, 12)     

A Study on the Spiritual Gifts Led by Pastor David Banks 

Join us as we explore the Spiritual Gifts given us by the Holy Spirit, take a spiritual assessment, and see how 

this effects our living and commitment to Christ and His Church. 

 

ACCESS Class   Led by Pastor Matthew Atha 

If you are exploring Garber and want to learn what we are about, what we do, what we believe, then ACCESS is 

the class for you!  ACCESS is required for membership, but does not mean you have to join.   

 

Menu for Session I:  the cost of the meal is a donation; $5 per  person is a suggested donation  

9/14 Rotisserie Herb Chicken, Green Beans, Cheddar Smashed Potatoes, Yeast Rolls 

9/21 Pulled Pork BBQ, Mac & Cheddar, Baked Beans, Hawaiian Rolls 

9/28 Roast Beef w/gravy, Oven Roasted Rice, Seasoned Peas & Onions, Corn Bread 

10/5 Baked Ziti w/meat sauce, Garden Salad, Steamed Veggies, Garlic Bread 

10/12 BBQ Chicken, Scalloped Potatoes, Seasoned Corn, Corn Bread Muffins 
 

Look for registration forms in the Narthex, MC Foyer, Atrium, and online at www.connect2garber.com  
 

Join Us! 

5:00 p.m.  Mid-week Communion in the Sanctuary 

5:30 p.m.  Adult Dinner begins in the Ministry Center 

6:00 p.m.  Adult Studies  

7:00 p.m.  Dismissal 


